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extreme the Kadieals, with the great Nova Scotian orator,
Joseph Howe, at their, head, were in 1865 equally op-
posed to Confederation. Imperilled business interests
barbed the opposition to Confederation, and Howe, apart
from personal motives, saw in it the deathblow to his
splendid ideal of an imperial federation. In this state of
things the wonder is, not that complete union was not
achieved, but that even a federation was at length accom-
plished. On the other hand, it may be argued that a reso-
lution in favour of the Confederation of British North
America was passed by the Nova Scotian Assembly as
early as 1854; but the subsequent history showed that
this hardly reflected the settled opinion of the Colony.
In Canada, which, from her position and population,
possessed the controlling voice in any scheme of closer union,
the cause of Confederation was mainly won by two motives,
themselves wholly separate, working in the same direction.
In the first place there was the melancholy fact that party
government in Canada had resulted in deadlock. In order
to understand this state of things, it is necessary to review
very briefly the constitutional history. The prolongation
of the French system of paternal government, as recog-
nized by the Quebec Act of 1774, came to an end in 1791,
when the coming of loyal Americans into Upper Canada
brought about the division of the province and the grant-
ing to both Upper and Lower Canada of a representative
Assembly. Shrewd critics have doubted the wisdom of
thus formally sanctioning the continuance of French
separatism; but, if the French nationality and language
were to continue—and there is no evidence that at that date,
any more than at a later one, the province could have been
successfully anglicized—it was surely wise for the British
Government to yield with a good grace what might have
been successfully extorted; especially as thereby the
powerful weight of the Catholic Church was thrown into
the scale on the side of the English predominance. The

